
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
June 7, 2018 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday June 7, 2018, was called to order at 
3:07 pm by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government 
Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Anita Dodd, Jane Connor, Sue Henderson, and Ryan Lovell 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Richard Chichester and David Rodriguez 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr and Denise Knighting 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Irma Clifton 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m. and asked Ms. Connor to call role. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner called role and stated there was a quorum with four members present.  
 
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR 
 
Ms. Dodd opened the floor for nominations for the position of Vice Chair. She asked Mrs. Henderson if she 
was interested.  
 
Ms. Henderson replied that she did not feel as if she had enough experience to be qualified for the role.  
 
Ms. Henderson nominated Mr. Lovell to be Vice Chair.  
 
Ms. Conner seconded. 
 
The nomination passed 4-0 (Mr. Chichester and Mr. Rodriguez were absent).  
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Ms. Clifton gave a recap of Garden Week at Shelton Cottage stating 75 people attended and $57 was raised 
in donations.  She also discussed this year’s Christmas Tour and stated she requested the Magistrate’s Office 
be open this year and her request was granted.  She listed all the buildings and locations that would be 
participating in this year’s tour and a list that she has not heard back from. She stated the County was 
allowing the Historical Society to use one of the sites as a store for their Christmas decorations.  
 
Ms. Connor stated last year they used Lightner’s Store. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the buildings that were included in the tour and Lightner’s Store.   
 
Ms. Clifton stated the last two places on the tour were the front section of Union Church and Chatham.  She 
stated Economic Development and Tourism Office did not like her idea of having the tour from 1:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  They suggested it be later in the evening so candles could be put in the windows. She stated that 
all transportation would be by trolley.  
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Ms. Conner suggested that each house be decorated by a different florist because there are so many florists in 
Stafford County.  
 
Ms. Clifton stated the County would be paying for some of the decorations.  She stated they would be having 
a dinner at Amy’s in the fall with all the tour participants and stakeholders to work out all the details. She 
mentioned the County would be doing all the advertising for the event.  She stated the County has been 
reaching out to different sources for the event entertainment.  She discussed her wish to charge participants a 
small entry fee and stated that the County did not agree with her and are going to make the event free of 
charge.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated in her opinion, charging a fee would give the event more legitimacy. 
 
Ms. Conner agreed with Ms. Dodd.  
 
The Commission discussed what the money could go towards if they did charge entry.  
 
Ms. Clifton suggested the Commission mention their thoughts of an entry fee to their supervisors.  
 
Mr. Lovell asked the date of the tour. 
 
Ms. Clifton stated Sunday, December 2.   
 
Ms. Conner asked how much was being charged to attend the Fredericksburg Christmas Tour.  
 
Ms. Clifton replied that it was close to $30. 
 
The Commission discussed Fredericksburg tour. Ms. Clifton stated that she got the idea to do the Falmouth 
Tour from the Fredericksburg Tour.  
 
Ms. Conner suggested they have a plan for inclement weather.  
 
Ms. Clifton stated they have a list of things they need to do to prepare.  She stated that the underground 
wiring for Shelton Cottage has been installed and the only thing left to do was set the pole and have 
Dominion connect it.  
 
Ms. Dodd asked where the pole would be installed. 
 
Ms. Clifton responded it would be right next to where you turn to go up on the trail, so about 30 to 40 yards 
from the cottage.  She stated that a complaint was filed against where the panel was set so she suggested that 
it be screened by lattice and flowers, but Dominion wouldn’t approve it because it has to be open.  
 
The Commission discussed various ways that the panel could be made to look more attractive to the public 
eye.   Ms. Dodd suggested painting the panel to look like the stone wall behind it. 
 
Ms. Conner suggested Ms. Clifton should ask the County again to charge for entry for the tour.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated it would be a great opportunity to make money to put towards building upkeep.  
 
Ms. Clifton stated that when she started this event she was doing it all herself, but the County has since taken 
it over.  
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Ms. Dodd thanked Ms. Clifton for her presentation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Ms. Dodd stated Mr. Mink was not present and she did not have any information on the Civil War Database 
Update, so they would move on to the next order of new business.  
 
2. 368 Hollywood Farm Road – Determination of Secondary Structure 50 Years and Older 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was very familiar with this property and gave the Commission a brief history.  She 
explained the owners want to build a second house on the property and use the original house as an event 
venue.  She stated the Commission needs to decide if the old house was deserving of the designation.  She 
explained the 50 year designation was created as an addition to the Zoning Code for A-1 as a use.  
 
Ms. Henderson asked if the applicants needed an exception to the Zoning Ordinance in order to build a new 
house and still keep the old house there.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated it would not be considered an exception.  She showed the Commission the uses listed under 
an A-1 zoning determination and stated the definition of the designation.  
 
Ms. Henderson stated regardless of whether they received the designation or not they would have to put in 
another request if they wanted to use the structure for any income-generating purpose.  
 
Ms. Dodd agreed and stated that was not the concern of the Commission, the sole concern of the 
Commission was to determine whether or not the structure meets the criteria for the 50 year designation.  
 
Ms. Conner suggested a grammatical change to the letter.  
 
Ms. Dodd asked if anyone had any questions.  
 
Ms. Henderson clarified they had two issues at hand; approving the letter regarding 368 Hollywood Farm 
Road and clarifying the definition of the 50 years and older designation.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated she would like to take care of the letter first and the definition second.  
 
Ms. Henderson made a motion to accept the letter as amended.  
 
Mr. Lovell seconded.  
 
Ms. Dodd asked if anyone wanted to discuss this subject further.  
 
Mr. Lovell asked if the property owners could use this designation to build a third structure on the property.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated she was not sure of the answer to that, she would need to ask Kathy for clarification.  She 
stated that if they put the house on its own parcel and then wanted to build again on that same parcel, she 
believed they would have to request the designation again.  She stated she had spoken with the property 
owners and it was not their intent to continue building structures after the second one.  
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The motion passed 4-0 (Mr. Chichester and Mr. Rodriguez were absent).   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
3. Secondary Structures 50 Years and Older 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the Commission recently had a building come before them that she felt was not completely 
eligible for the designation.  She stated this particular case brought up good questions about the guidelines of 
this designation.  She stated the original idea was to include the guidelines in the zoning code.  She stated 
after reviewing the code she came to the conclusion that the guidelines would fit better in the bylaws.  
  
Ms. Henderson asked Ms. Dodd to explain what she meant by the feeling of the resource. 
 
Ms. Dodd explained what she meant by the feeling of the resource and that it was a word suggested to be 
used during the Commission’s first discussions.  
 
Ms. Henderson stated that she did not feel that 50 years was very old in a location as historical as Stafford. 
 
Ms. Dodd stated the increment of 50 years was chosen because that’s what the National Register criteria was. 
She stated the designation needs new wordage to indicate both the 50 years and the guidelines that would 
help to define the eligibility of a dwelling.  Ms. Dodd submitted a draft of the wordage to be reviewed and 
discussed at the next meeting.  
 
Mr. Lovell expressed concern about being replaced if the Commission decided to give a controversial 
dwelling the designation. 
 
Ms. Henderson stated she wanted the guidelines they create to be more objective than subjective.  
 
Ms. Dodd stated the individuals who opened this issue up for conversation wanted a more subjective 
definition. She explained the word “integrity” is used in the definition for the National Register.    
 

4. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
Ms. Dodd stated that Ms. Baker was supposed to have sent everyone a copy of the proposed Ordinance. She 
asked the Commission members to look at the Ordinance so that it could be discussed at the next meeting.  
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Dodd stated she did not have a report. 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner told the Commission about Margaretta Williamson’s new street name.  The street name is to be 
Mineral Spring Way, a reference to a nearby spring.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 1, 2018, March 1, 2018, and April 5, 2018 
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Ms. Dodd asked the Commission if they wanted to approve the minutes from February, March, and April 
with the amendments.  
 
Mr. Lovell motioned.  
 
Ms. Henderson made the second.  
 
The motion passed 4-0. (Mr. Chichester and Mr. Rodriguez were absent) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, Ms. Dodd adjourned the meeting at 4:10 p.m. 
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